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ABSTRACT i . ; : = : 

. The perceptions of preservice student teachers as ‘to 
the effectiveness of cooperating teachers* behaviors were used in : 
this study to determine. the competencies required in a cooperating. 
teacher for each curricular group. During the terminal two weeks of - 
student teaching, three groups of student teachers, Bne each in 
elementary education, physical education, and secondary social 
‘studies,, were asked to identify effective cooperating teacher 
behaviors and to rate them on a need scale. Those behaviors rated 
"definitely needed" by a majority of the students were determined to 
be competency requirements for that group. All groups considered the 
cooperating, teachegs' "development of student teachers perception of 
the teaching-learning process" as the most important major category 
of behavior. Twenty-seven competencies divided into three large - 
categories (perceptions of the teaching-learning process, 
understanding pupils, developing behaviors ofa professional) were 
constructed from the student teacher responses. Agreement was noted 
at the level of major categories and subcategories, but a lack of 
agreesent .as ‘to particular competencies emphasized the need for 
investigations in the various curricular areas to develop more 
curricular-specific competencies. (MB), 
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College supervisors, cooperating teachers, ‘dchogl adninistrators, 
teacher edupators, ‘first year teachers, and student teachers all report 
that student teaching is the single most important ‘thing in prospective 
teachers' professional preparation (aula, 1959; Nagle, 1959; Miller, © * 
: a It is also generally agreed by all involved that the cooperating 
‘ ‘veacher exerts more influence on future teachers than any ther single 
* individual (Milner, 1959; Stratemeyer and Lindsey, 1965). However, 
greater apacttinity is needed to identify the role, function, responsi- 
’ ‘and campetencies of copperating teachers in order for student. | 


Teachers to receive the help they would like to have during this all = 
important experience (Mebcer, 1964; snith, 1965; Nicklas, 1960; Bowers 
and Scofield, 1959; Liharen, 1959) F Elkin, 1959; Hallmari, 2965; Farbstein, . apa 
1965; Bradley,41966; Deischer, 1971; and Spanjer, 1972). 
Student teachers having different Meares m to fave different . 
interests, astitiies toward|children apa school work, and degrees of 


progressivism and « extroversioh \(acobson, 1971; Cedaaon, 1966; Pearson, 


| 1955; Pfeiffer and Davis, 1965). ‘Therefore, in an effort to determing ; 
. if people, having sees melas: do have different requirements of the Bit ( 
cooperating teachers working with them, the writer has compared campe- 
‘tencies of cooperating teachers supervising elementary education, physi- 
cal education,. and secondary social studies students doing student 
teaching in these specialties. ; 
Using the critical incident technique (Flanagan, 1954), sixty 


| 


_ Seven representatives of the three groups of student teachers identified ° oe 


things done by their cooperating teachers which the student teachers 
* perceived to be very effective or very ineffective in helping'then as .. , ss 


student teachers pdoame ccivekant teachers. ° The writer cereal the 
incidents ‘into: bi 4viors. For organizational purposes and to facilitate 
the ‘interpretation of the student Cis! perceptions, judges. diet 
_ fied the these: hatred eighty behaviors into the three categories ‘and 4 
» twenty-seven : beaego ies that are shown in Table 1. The behaviors ‘ 
- were then randoml assigned to a campetency questionnaire, it 
During the terminal two weeks of student teaching, one hundred - 
thirtyeuine studeyt teachers from the three curricular groups were ‘ 
2 to react tolthe competency questionaire by rating each of the ; 
tency behaviprs as nit needed, least needed, stighily needed, 
ately neéded, or definitely needed for cooperating teachers super- ' 
vising student tqachers hhving the reSpondent's major. Thse behaviors 
3 identified as "dgfinitely needed" ‘by a majority of ie respondents fram . 4 


i wncifourvicster fn p became the cnEatey shige coi sh cooperating * 


teachers of that curricular geoup. ; oe 
A: camposite of two ee ty-two canpetencies were identified 
as requirements or at’ least one of three groups. Two hundred forty- 
one of.these were specifically identified by ‘the elementary education 
group, one hundr four by the physical eiucatiion group, and one hundred 
’ Sighteen by the secondary social studies group. "Of the composite compel 
tency tequirenents, seventy-four wete specified by 411 ppree groups, and ae 
one taney thirteen were specified by only one of the groups. 
As, seen in ‘Table 2, saan were eighteen of the twenty-seven sub- Ly 
. categories in which’ there were ‘significant mies apong the "defi 
itely needed" responses “of the’ three" Groups. 
t Sisencanirtag were ranked according to the percentage of "definite-" / 
ly needed" respondies attrituted to’ the’ DSACES, within each subcategory 
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TABLE 1 


, 


CATDGORIES AND SUBCATEGORIES OF CRITICAL BEHAVIORS 


* FOR COOPERATING TEACHERS 


, —{ 
Major Categories .** 


‘In astiating studént teachers in their development as prospec~” 


tive teachers, cooperating teachers should... 


1.00.00 Develop student 
teachers ' perceptions 
’ of the teaching-learning 
process. ( 


1.01.00 


1.02.00 


1.03.00 


1.04.00 


1.05.00 


1.06.00 


Respond on a personal 
level to student teachers. 


Be a model for student 
teachers, 

Establish a cooperative r 
working relationship. 


Understand @gfpil learning. 


Induct student teachers 


“into the routine of the 


school. 


Provide opportunities 
for an aay of expéri- o la 


' erices. 


1.07.00, 


1.08.00 


1.09.00 


1.10.00 
1.11.00 
1.12.00 


1.13.00 


Assign expectations to - 
student teachers. 


Plan with student teach- 
ers. 


Help student teachers 
identify, acquire, and 
use instructional aids. 


Give freedan to student 


teachers. 


Advise student teachers 6. : 
of appropriate clothing 


EStablish student teach- 
ers' auefority 


Help student teachers wo 
assume the role of “4 
teachers. 


2.00.00 Deepen student teachers’ 


“1.14.00 

1.15.00 

1.16.00 
3 

POE 


2.01.90 


understanding of pupils” 


. 3.00.00 Help student teachers: - 


iq 2.02.00 


2.03.00 


2.04.00 


2.05.00 


3.01.00 


develop behaviors of 


a professional. 


, ¥3.03,00 


3.04.00 


3.05.00 


= -3.02.00° 


-~ 
5 Re Subcategories 


Help student teachers _ 
ane pupils, - 


Hetp sthdent teachers 
agquire disciplinary: 
peirait 

t S 


¥ 


“ebserve student téachers. 


& 
‘Have conferencés: with. 


* student tsi 


Acquaint student teachers 
with parent conferénees. ' 


Help .student teachers 
learn pupils' names. 


Help stident teachers 
understand the ramifica- ° 
tion of excusing pis 


Solicit. pupils' help for 
student teachérs. 


Provide student, teachers 


¢ 


with insights which create ~ 


an awedreness of the 


total pupil. 


Encourage student 


_ teachers’ to attend 
. Meetings. 


Relate professional “lit- 


,erature to eee 
teachers. 


Help student fetgihiics get 
started as professionals. 


Help student ‘teachets 
develop skill ‘in record 


Reefs - 


icoorae student.” 


teachers sto develoo 


aes Oe 


‘professional relationships * 


TABLE 2, 


COMPARISON OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, 
’ AND SBCONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES STUDENT TFACHERS' 
PERCEPTIONS OF "DEFINITELY NEEDMD" RESPONS 
; \ + ‘TO EACH SUBCATHGORY © a 


45.89% 
- 53.43* 
» ° 47,32" | 
14,32* 
37,92* 
60.88* 
23.54% 
31.74* 
8.76* 
20,34" 
2.01 
11.64* 
~ °14.03*. 
1.84 ' 
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*Significant at .05 level with 2 degrees of freedom. 
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by each of the groupss Significantly high correlations were found when 


. the percept ioits of the elementary. education and secondary sotial” studies, 
elementary education and physical. @ducation, and the physical education 
wig a e 
and the secondary social studies groups were campared, The rankings are 
found ‘in Table 3, and the correlations between these rankings are found » 


’ 
in Table 4, 


. he 1 
A comparison was Made of the similarities and differences in the 
subcategories each groug rated with the five highest and tha five lowest 


percentages of "definitely needed" responses.’ As seen in Table 5 and 
Table 6, a composite of sixteen subcategories were listed, Within the 
. @ 
/ 


ae é ‘ 
list ‘all ‘groups agreed on the placement of five ea There 
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“TABLE 3 


(STUDENT TEACWERS' RANKING OF "DEFINITELY NEEDED" SUBCATEGORY 
RATINGS FOR COOPERATING TEACHERS' COMPETENCIES 


Physical | — Secondary . 
Education - Social Studies > - 


’ Percentage he Percentage 
of of 
Responses Responses 


e 
oO 
. 
Oo 
o 


0 
0 
03. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
08" 
0 
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46.15 


: é ¢ . 
was no agreement on six subcategories found in the camposite. One 
; ; Leg. : 


subcategory was uniquely placed on the list by the elementary educa- 


‘ tion group, three by Oe: physical ‘education group, and tw by the 


secondary social studies: group. : , ~ 


7 ‘ 
tf 
TABLE 4 
Supeitar! S- RANK ORDER CORRELATIO‘®. OF STUDENT. TEACHERS! 


* RATINGS OF “DEFINITELY " COMPETENCY SUB- 
EES Y FOR" ERATING TEACHERS 


Elementary Physical 
: Education Education . Soqial’ Studies 


Education 


: Physical 
Education 


. Secondary Ye 
Social Studies 


*Significant at the .05 level...» 


The findings seem to wactane the. following conclusions: 

1. All groups bien’ asaiiaerts the cooperating teachers’ 

ss "development of student teachers' perception of the teaching~learning 
process" the most important major category of behavior. _ 

2. Student teachers having aifferent majors | different 
requirenents for cooperating teachers working with student teachers 
having their specific alobies This is illustrated by the fact that 
only twenty-four of three hundred eithty splicific behaviors were 
determined to be. "definitely needed" by a majority of respondents in 
all ee of the groups studied, : . 

3. aieeies education scent teachers appeared ° to'want more 
reinforcement than the Pther two groups studied in that they percdived ~ 
more than twice as many’ eonpabenated for Cooperating teachers as being 
; re neaded than: did either of the. other two GOUDS. 


~ ‘ 


eal COMPETENCY SUBCATEGORES FOR COOPERATING TEACHERS , 
; +. , ‘PERCEIVED: BY STUDENT TEACHERS TO BE THE 


“FIVE MOST "DEFINITELY NEEDED" 


Y 


Elementary Physical “Secondary Competency 
Education Educati8n = Social _ «Subcategories 
F - Studies 
XXX 2 XXX 1.01.00 pond on a personal 
: ‘i ' level to student : * 
2 teachers. : 
. \ 
> . . < eg 
. XXX ’ XXX ; 1.05.00 Induct student teachers: 
: . a into the routine of ‘the 
school, 
. xy a) 
XXX * . 1.06.00 Provide opportunities for 
t ‘ an array of Spares 
XXX "XXX : ux 1.10.00 Give freedan to student: 
. teachers. 
( * KKK XXX XXX  ° 1.12.00 ‘Establish student téach- 
, . ers' authority. 
XXX. XXX ( 1.13.00 Help s teachers 
: assume the of 
e teachers. 6 
XXX 1.15.00 G‘eip student teachers 
4 ‘acquire disciplinary — 
control, 
XXX a 3.01.00 Encourage student teach- 


/ 


ers to attend meetings. 


oo 


4 


74 ae elementary. exiycatiion group was aS much like the physical ‘ 


susaticn group’ as it was like the seomaLy aoe: studies group in 


that it hada perception of approximately twelve percent of hs campe- 


tency requirements in common with each of the two enepes The physical 


education group and the secondary sodiatl studies group appeared to be. 
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. ‘TABLE 6 


COMPETENCY SUBCATEGORIES FOR COOPERATING 
PERCEIVED BY STUDENT TEACHERS TO BE 
THE LEAST. "DEFINITELY NEEDED" 


Elementary -Physical Secondary ‘ Campetency” . 
Edugation. Education Social Subcategories 
' : : Studies. 


"ha 1,11.00_Advise student teachers 
. / of appropriate cléthing. 


1.16.00 Observe student teachers. 


2.01.00 Acquaint student teachers. ' 
with parent conferences. ' 


2.02.00: Help student” teachers 
' learn pupils" names. 


2.03.00 Help student teachers | ~ 
understand the ramifica-' 
tions of excusing pupils? 


2.04.00, Solicit pupils' help. for 
student teachers, | 

* 2.05.08 Provide student teacheys 
* with insights which create 

an awareness of’ the total, 

; pupil. 

3.02.00 Relate professional liter= 
eo ature to student teachers. 


very SAE Fa each other in that their perceptions identified no.- 


competencies which ss eu shared, 


5. There were sane. conpeteficies for cooperating en that sean . 
to uniquely, distinguish ‘the needs of particular curricular groups of . 
student teachers. The elementary education group solely selected forty 
aa of the total number of ° si ae te AMentifid as: "definitely 


ry ; ; Ss 


needed"; the physical education group selected scemocinetel y one e percent 
\ 
as did the secondary soctal studies group select "approximately one per 


\ 
cent. 


6. “The three-groups disagreed more thap_they agreed on the speci- 
ee 


fic behaviors within each subcategory, and yét when these specific be- 
haviors were generalized into mibatagarias and rarked, the "three grgups 
were Similar. . This seemed to point out‘ the need for investigations to 
“be conducted into the specific, needs of the various curricular areas in 
teacher’ secisamnammens in exder tb get ee from the generalized competencies 
“BO often talked about ‘and, therefore, ‘enable thé unique needs of egch 
group to ) be met by. their. cooperating téachers. dee 
« In Light of the differences we find Historically in ‘societal 

ica of males and females, it might also be enlightening for 
‘the various curricular’ areas to see if there are sex differences in the 


‘perceptiqns studied and,’ therefore, the-needs to be nats 


- 


, 


Bowers, eC > D. wh Soce. Alice G.- pvaluabing “Supervision 
“ef Student Teachers." The Journal of Teacher Education 10 
Mecenber 1959): 461-4 


= Oe ‘Bradley, R.C,, “Clarifying the Sadioksiny Teacher! s Role." The 
ees, apache College Journal 38 (December 1966): 92-94, 


» 


‘ ° Deischer, Harry Heil.: ‘eHeyliogment of a List of Critical behaviors 

§ of Secondary School Cooperating Teachers as Perceived by 
Student Teachers." Ed.D. dissertation, eacaticane of Pennsyl 
VERA 1970. 


‘kin, Sol M.. "The Critical Requirencate for the Secondary School 

. » | Supérvising Teacher as ‘Perceived by Student-Teachers and Super- 
oes  vising Teachers," Hd.D. dissertation, Wayne State University, ue 
- 1958. - ; an rs 


‘ ‘ 
# { 


_ Farbsteit Marvin, * “Critical. Reauivarenta for Cooperating Teachers: | 
A Study of Cooperating Teachers as Perceived by Student Teachers + 
in the State of New Jersey." Hd.D; a la Rutgers, The 
State Univorsity, 1963. : 


Flmagan; John Cr "the Critical Incident Technique. , Psychological 
; Bulletin: 51. (July 1954): oat bs 


jiaitnan, Clemens Lis? “The Role of the Coon Sting Teacher. ples, Me: ‘ 
; ae Document. Re n Service, ED 010: 722, 1965. 
‘Lingren, Vernon C. ein’ Needed. and Received by Student feachers." The . 
- Journal of ‘Teacher Biucation 10. (March 1959) : 22-27, 
. Walter A.» "The supervising Teacher's Role in piofenatonal: 
Laboratory Experiences." In New Devel ts, Research, and ‘2 
imentation in Professional Taborator Lences, P. 182. 
Comp Yvonne Lof: bulletin no, 22, 
Cedar Falls, Iowa: . The Association for ‘Student Teaching, 1964. ; 


‘Miller, Evan Bugene...’ "Comprehensive and Analytical Study of All the : 
_ Graduates of ‘the University o£ Nebraska Peachers College for the ‘ 
Year 1961." Dissertation Abstracts Intéfnational 24 aca ee 
een ae 


1963): 2378- Ta 


| a ae “Milner, Ernest J., ed. ‘The Supervis vi ing Teacher. thirty-eighth Yearbook. 
. * dubs, Iowa:° Wm. C. Brown Co. Inc. for the Association for . 
~ Student Teaching, 1959;: S, ‘ . ; 
e * w, a : ri 
op 11 


. 


2 . 
04 . Fs 
4 * 
; : : 13 
‘ A a 4 
ay « ¢ $ $ 
. 1 


12 


Nicklas, Merrill S. "A Comparative study of Critical Tneidenbs: to 
Determine Recommended Techniques for Su isors of Student 
Teachers." Dissertation Abstracts Int tional 20 (May 1960): 
MHonA4S ‘ 


x Smith, "Hebert FAs "The Values of Student’ ‘Teaching as Seen by Student 
Teachers, Teachers, and Administrators. In Research on*Student 
Teaching, pp. 11-15. By Leon F. Miller, Chairman. research . 
bulletin no. 5. Dubuque, Idwa: Wm. C. Brown Co. Inc. for The 
Association for Student Teaching, 1965. 


Spanjer, R. Allan.‘ Teacher Pre aration: Supervision and Performance. 
Washington, D.C.: Association of Teacher Educators, 1972. 
‘ Stratemeyer, Florence B. and Lindsey, Margaret. Wor’ a With Student 
Teachers. New York: Teachers College ae chers College, 
Columbia 1a University, 1965. - 
Zulauf, Rameo M. "An Appraisal of Selected Aspects of a Teacher Hduca- 


tion Program at the Northern Illinois State Teachers College 
Based Upon a Follow-up Inquiry of Beginning School Teachers." 


In Studies in Professional Lahorator: iences in Teacher 

_ Bducation:* seme Research 1940,.to 1959, po. 23-24, Bdited. 
by Geneva Hanna.\ Research Abstracts Series, research bulletin no. 
3. Cedar Falls, Iowa: The Assdciation for Student Teaching,’ 1959. 


1d 


